
By Daisy Scott / VOICE

W
ITH “HUMBUGS” AND FESTIVE GHOSTS GALORE, Ensemble Theatre 
Company has reached new heights of holiday hilarity with Patrick Barlow’s 
adaptation of A Christmas Carol. Performed by just five actors, this 
streamlined production places humor front and center, mixing modern wit 

and fourth-wall breaks throughout Dickens’ iconic cautionary tale. 

This unique combination ultimately enhances the play’s hopeful messages of love and 
community, demonstrating Director Jamie Torcellini’s commitment to ensuring ETC’s 
holiday plays are memorable and meaningful. Performances continue through December 
18th at the New Vic Theatre. 

Following the same cherished plotline as A Christmas Carol, ETC sends viewers to 
Victorian London, where the Christmas-hating moneylender Scrooge (Mark Capri) is hard 
at work exploiting his clients for every cent possible. However, after being visited by the 
ghost of his former business partner Marley (Bo Foxworth), and the ghosts of Christmases 
Past (Janna Cardia), Present (Regina Fernandez), and Yet to Come (Louis Lotorto), 
Scrooge realizes the importance of being generous and kind to all. 

In portraying Scrooge, Capri’s background as a Shakespearean actor shines as he strikes 

the ideal balance of grumpiness and profound loneliness to evoke laughs and empathy 
from the audience. The story’s remaining characters are all played by Foxworth, Cardia, 
Fernandez, and Lotorto, who expertly disappear and reappear with an ever-changing 
series of costumes and demeanors to match the well-loved roles of Bob Cratchit, Fezziwig, 
Scrooge’s nephew, and more. 

This constant shifting of roles 
largely makes up the play’s comedy, 
creating an air of anticipation and 
improvisation not often present in 
reproductions of classics as old as 
A Christmas Carol. The supporting 
cast’s consistent physical comedy 
also heighten the play’s lighthearted 
atmosphere, as actors pose as clocks 
and hat stands in Scrooge’s office, 
toss shredded paper to signify snow, 
and more. Particularly unexpected 
instances of humor emerge with the 
reveal of Tiny Tim, played by an 
awkward puppet, and moments when 
the actors reveal themselves to be 
aware of the audience’s presence. 

The unlisted members of ETC’s talented cast are the production’s remarkable sets and 
costuming, courtesy of Scenic Designer Stephen Gifford and Costume Designer Froehlich. 
Utilizing a minimalistic approach of moveable furniture and props, the set proves as 
flexible as the actors onstage, transporting viewers from Scrooge’s office, bedroom, 
childhood school, and beyond. Froehlich’s costumes, especially those for Scrooge’s four 
ghostly visitors, vibrantly merge Victorian styles with contemporary pizzazz, contributing 
to the play’s refreshed feel. 

Even with its hilarious additions, ETC’s A Christmas Carol remains a touching story 
that emphasizes the difference one person’s generosity can make within their community. 
Scrooge’s self-reflection and reinvention offers a timely reminder that regardless of one’s 
past experiences, it is never too late to try to make amends and help those in need. 

For tickets and more information visit www.etcsb.org 
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Ensemble Theatre Company

A Christmas Carol
A Side-Splitting Twist  

on a Holiday Favorite

Bo Foxworth as the ghost of Jacob Marley 

Louis Lotorto, Mark Capri, and Bo Foxworth in Ensemble Theatre Company’s A Christmas Carol

Louis Lotorto, Regina Fernandez, Mark Capri, Jenna Cardia, and Bo Foxworth 


